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ASCRIBE PRAISE 

At the seminary I attended, the Registrar of Students was Stella Mamalakis. The first time got to campus and 

met her, she gave me a big warm smile and a bigger welcoming hug. She immediately told me to call her 

“Mama” because that is what all the students called her and they did because, I learned, because she acted 

as a mom to each student on campus no matter their age. Decades earlier Mama came to America from 

Greece, had married and raised a son. By the time I met her she was a widow and was about 70 or so years 

old. Her own son lived far away so the seminary students were her “kids.” She knew everyone, took an inter-

est in all of us and prayed for us. In my senior year, Mama invited me to join her for Easter at her Greek Or-

thodox church. I had never been to an Orthodox service before, let alone on Easter Sunday. But Mama had 

invited me and I was happy to worship with her in a new way in  a different tradition from my own. It was a 

powerful service involving chant, singing, candles, prayer, liturgy … and the classic responsive exclamation at 

the conclusion of the service: “Christ is Risen. He is Risen, indeed.” The homily was short as the priest al-

lowed the liturgy of the service to do the “preaching” in simply telling the resurrection story. I came away from 

that service full of hope and with a renewed sense of a magnificent God who had done a new thing in the 

world and in people’s lives – including my own.  

This year, Easter Sunday is April 1 – April Fool’s Day. In a way, how very appropriate this is. In the resurrec-

tion, God is the great trickster: fooling death; reversing expectations; giving new life. God gets the final laugh. 

The fools, as it turns out, are not Jesus or the ones who decided to follow him. Rather, it’s the ones who 

thought the whole Jesus thing was foolish: Pontius Pilate, the Jewish religious leaders, Judas, the soldiers 

guarding the tomb. The Apostle Paul had it right when he said in 1 Corinthians, “for the message of the cross 

is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God … we preach 

Christ crucified – a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called  

both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”  

Let’s be fools together on April 1 – Resurrection Sunday - and then continue being fools in Christ for all the 

days we are given. It’s OK. God won’t laugh at us. Rather, we’ll get a smile and a wink.  

 
Christ is Risen! He is … 

Malcolm McQueen, Senior Pastor   



 

Thank You 

 

We started this “tradition” three years ago –        
the Sunday after Easter: Bright Sunday.  

The “tradition” is simply to continue the celebration 
of Easter by coming to worship wearing the 
brightest color clothes you have!   

Books & Scones  
will meet on Tuesday, 
April 24th at 2:30 pm in 
the church library. 

Our book for reading and 
discussing is God in the 
ICU by Dave Walker, MD. 
The books are available 
for $8.00 in the library of-
fice. Come and join us for 
a friendly and interesting 
book discussion. We look 

forward to seeing you there. 

Thank you Choir and Musicians! 

Thank you to all that participated in the entire Holy week experience here at The 

Church at Horseshoe Bay.  The choir cantata was very well presented and received 

by all who were present on Palm Sunday.  Many people expressed that they felt is 

was “the Best” that they remember.  The choir members and musicians did an ex-

cellent job of presenting a wonderful Palm Sunday worship service.  And the reflec-

tions brought by Co-Pastor John Duncan were very meaningful and helped to bring the service together.  

Our musicians on Palm Sunday did an outstanding job! Half of these fine instrumentalists are members of 

our congregation.   It is a pleasure to work with the great voices and instrumentalist each year as we all 

serve to have a meaningful worship experience.  It IS a great time to a part of The Church at Horseshoe 

Bay!  Garry 
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Thursday, May 3, 2018 

Please mark your calendars! More information to come! 

Weekly Recurring Church Calendar 

 

Sunday:  Worship   8:30 am & 11:00 am 
Christian Education 9:45 am 
 
Monday:  
Prayer Ministry Group  9:00 am 
Handbell Choir     1:00 pm 
Bluebonnet Chorale  12:30 & 2:00 pm 
Highland Lakes Men’s Chorus  3:00 pm 
 
Tuesday: 
Staff Meeting 10:00 am 
Alcoholics Anonymous  7:30pm 
 
Wednesday: 
Sonrise Singers  10:00 am 
Prayer Ministry Group  1:30 pm 
Chancel Choir  3:00 pm 
 
Thursday: 
Forum  1:00 pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous  7:30 pm 
 
Friday: 
Prayer Ministry Group  1:00 pm 

              

Average 8:30 Attendance 102

Average 11:00 Attendance 239

Average Sunday School Total Attendance 133

March Actual YTD Actual Last YTD Actual Remaining Budget

Contributions 100,914$         235,323$          239,291$                  904,678$              

Miscellaneous Income 400$                1,856$              6,834$                      14,144$                

Operating Expenses (62,663)$          (189,359)$         (195,063)$                (606,511)$             

Building Fund Transfers -$                 -$                  (2,167)$                    -$                      

Benevolence Giving (24,956)$          (101,480)$         (112,870)$                (258,520)$             

Net Excess/(Shortfall) 13,695$           (53,661)$           (63,975)$                  53,791$                

Financial Report and Attendance as of March 27, 2018

      Remaining steadfast in our vision to become a dollar-for-dollar congregation



Camp Agape Bereavement Camp for Children 

 

Camp Agape is a faith-based program for children 
grieving the loss of a loved one. This year’s camp is 
scheduled for July 16-19 at Camp Buckner Retreat 
Center in the Texas Hill Country. Children between the 
ages of 7 and 12 attend Camp Agape at no cost to their 
families. 

Children who attend Camp Agape are dealing with loss 
of a parent or other significant familial figure as the re-
sult of tragedies such as homicide, suicide,    illness or 
military combat.  

Camp Agape provides the fun of a normal summer 
camp including swimming, archery and fishing. In   ad-
dition, group therapy activities incorporate the use of art 
and music to assist children with the bereavement pro-
cess. 

Last year, 10 families participated in Camp Agape’s 
first annual retreat for grief recovery. Parents, grand-
parents and children were provided a supportive and 
tranquil environment for processing their grief individu-
ally and as a family unit. There was time on the sched-
ule for individual reflection, fun activities and sessions 
with skilled counselors, who gave family members    
protected space for speaking openly about their pain. 
Families also learned coping skills for  processing grief 
when they returned home. 

The 2018 retreat is scheduled for Nov. 9-11 at Camp 
Buckner. Priority will be given to families whose chil-
dren attended Camp Agape’s summer program. 

Consider becoming a Camp Agape volunteer in July. 
The time commitment varies from attending the entire 
time (July 15-19) to helping on the opening and       
closing days of camp. In addition to being a buddy to a 
camper, volunteers are needed for the registration 
team, greeting campers and their families, and provid-
ing audio/visual support.    

Thanks to your generous support, Camp Agape is able 
to offer summer camp and family retreats at no charge 
to families. To give campers the most    memorable ex-
perience possible, Camp Agape’s wish list includes the 
following items: children’s devotional Bibles, water bot-
tles and caps for 2018 summer camp (can include com-
pany logo), child-safe glue guns, custom luau t-shirts, 
Camp Agape photo books for each 2018 camper 
(created through Shutterfly),   basketballs, and a laptop 
or tablet computer. 

For more information about volunteer opportunities, 
donating items on the wish list or 
registering a child for the summer 
session,  

visit www.campagapetexas.org or 
call (830) 385-8916. Camp Agape 
was founded in 2000 and is a non-
profit 501(c)(3) organization.  

    Benevolence 2018 Lenten Study 

As many as 35 people attended the 2018 Lenten 

study on Wednesday afternoons in the Fellowship 

Hall. Participants were challenged by Scot 

McKnight via DVD to read or recite the Jesus 

Creed several times a day and to act on the impli-

cations of Jesus’ words. For those who took up the 

challenge, led by local teachers Malcolm 

McQueen, John Duncan, Mary Ellen Keith, Art 

Hawkinson, Joan Randell, and Kent Graham, we 

saw, heard, and discussed ways to look, listen, 

learn, act locally, and discover links to love God 

and love and serve others. It was an illuminating 

and uplifting experience. 

To the participants, if you have suggestions or 

comments about how to increase attendance or 

topics for future studies please contact Linda Wil-

son, Board member for Christian Education, or any 

CE teacher. 

 

 

 

Special thanks to  

everyone who came 

out on Friday, March 

23 to help get the  

Remembrance    gar-

den cleaned up and ready for Steve and Karen 

Jarrard to construct the Stations of the Cross! Bill 

Trembly, Norm Homburg and Shell Reynolds     

appreciate the assistance!  

Bob Warren, Karen & Steve Jarrard 

Cynthia Clinesmith, Pam Carrothers, Jo Ann Warren, John McGrew, 

Tom Butler, & Jim Hower 

http://www.campagapetexas.org/


                                  Women of the Word Spring Luncheon 

 

The Women of the Word  held their Spring Luncheon on at the churches sanctuary and Fellowship Hall.  
After gathering in the court yard and enjoying juice and coffee in the beautiful sunshine, they moved into 
the church sanctuary where WOW Chairperson, Wendy Christesson welcomed the audience and 
thanked Ann Higdon, Karen Jarrard and Judy Duncan, who organized the luncheon.  Judy Duncan 
introduced the guest speaker, Dena Dyer, to the ladies present. Dyer’s message for the WOW audience 
was, “Perfect Peace in a Chaotic World”. 

Dena has written extensively and her books have titles like, “Love at First Fight” and “Finding Hope When it Hurts.”   She 
told of her experiences at one time when she could not land a permanent job.  She was writing for magazines, 
volunteering at several charities in the area and looking hard for a position where she could apply 
the many talents that she possessed plus use the knowledge she had gained during her studies 
that resulted in two degrees from Baylor University.  But then one day she landed the perfect 
position for her.  She did admit, though, that during the year-long search she got anxious. 

Dyer then told the ladies that no matter what challenges they were facing, God wants them to have 
peace in their lives.  To do this she described the five important factors one must know about in 
order to help keep peace in their lives.  Using the word, PEACE, she said that first the letter P is 
Person, the Person of Jesus Christ.  He is real.  In John 14:27 Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you.  
Let not your heart be troubled.”  She then talked in detail about the other letters, E - elusive,           
A- audacious, C-covering, and finally E. E means eternal she said.  Quoting from Romans 5:1, Dyer 
told the ladies that God wants women of faith to live out their lives in a bold, trouble-free manner 
and Romans 1:7 says, “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

After that wonderful presentation which was inspiring and meaningful the ladies moved 
into the Fellowship Hall and enjoyed an excellent lunch of chicken tetrazzini prepared by 
caterers Steve and Michele Parsons of Choccolatte’s in Marble Falls. Over 20 men 

volunteer waiters from the Church dressed in black trousers 
and white shirts were at each table to assist as needed.  After 
the drawing for marvelous door prices was completed, the 
ladies bid each other good-bye and all seemed to leave very 
pleased with the Women of the Word’s wonderful Spring 
Luncheon event.  

The Men of Faith at had planned a two-day conference to be led by guest 
speaker, Tom Pace who is the pastor for the 11,000 member St. Luke’s Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Houston, Texas.  But on the day before he was to 
arrive at Horseshoe Bay he was stricken with the flu and his doctor advised 
him to remain home and recuperate. Pastor Malcolm McQueen, Bob Rogers, MOF Chairman of the Steering Committee 
and member Eddie Greer worked out an agreement where Pastor Tom would not come at this time, but the event would 
be rescheduled at a later date.  Pastor Malcolm volunteered to stand in for Pastor Pace and conduct one-half of the Fel-
lowship Conference on Thursday evening and the second day would be canceled.  

After a delicious BBQ meal served by the Holy Smokes! Bar-B-Que restaurant family,  Music Minister Garry Kesler with 
guitar had the men stand and sing “When The Saints Go Marching In”.  The group took seats and continued with “This Lit-
tle Light of Mine”.  This singing got the audience enthused about what message Pastor Malcolm would be offering them.  
They were not disappointed.  He started in the Bible with the Book of Exodus and the story about the Israelite slaves in 
Egypt being freed by the Pharaoh and continued until through the 40 years of wandering in the desert until they arrived at 
the Promised Land.  Throughout this journey Pastor Malcolm pointed out events that are similar to present settings and 
how they can affect our lives.  For example the story of when God spoke to Moses and God through the “burning bush”.  
He told the men that “burning bushes are in all our lives, but we might not recognize them.  For God got Moses’ attention 
with the burning bush and then Moses got an invitation from God to go and tell the Pharaoh to let my people go.  Then he 
asked the attendees if they can remember a time when God got their attention and offered them an invitation.  Maybe it 
was to move from your current location, maybe take another job or some other invitation to follow God’s desires for them. 

Pastor Malcolm continued with several more teaching points that gave the Men of Faith Fellowship Conference attendees 
a serious, insightful evening of thoughtful and useful viewpoints and parallels between God’s dealings with the Moses and 
the Israelites in those 40 years and His dealing with us today in our modern world.  It was a fantastic, meaningful lecture 
for all who were present . 

MOF Conference 

March 2, 2018 

Mary Agnes Rudd 

Carol Fraley, Pat McMurtrie 

WOW Chairperson- 

Wendy Christesson 

Garry Kesler 



Seekers Next Course 

Beginning April 8, Seekers class will delve into 16 lectures of 

a Teaching Company course on Mystical Tradition. The    

presenter on the DVD is Luke Timothy Johnson, a favorite 

from past lecture series. This course will introduce           

participants to the many faces of mysticism through the    

centuries and offers a thought-provoking perspective on the 

nature of human spirituality. If you are interested in pursuing 

knowledge along these lines, join Seekers in Classroom 1&2 

for an exciting new line of study. 

Mary Kay Heck 4/1  Joan Randell 4/6  C.L. Newsome 4/12  Dick Nicholson 4/23 

James Stuard 4/1  Jack Hampton 4/6  Rob Roser 4/13  Donna Sugg 4/23 

John McFall 4/1  Dorothy Long 4/6  Barbara Fox 4/13  Steve Reel 4/25 

Michael Williams 4/1  Georgia McDaniel 4/7  Donna Canter 4/16  Carole Minyard 4/26 

Dale Amstutz 4/1  Vicki Grimm 4/7  Jim Jorden 4/16  Irv Boshears 4/26 

Buddy Hurst 4/2  Jimmie Lapham 4/8  Joel Elliott 4/16  Jarrett Bates 4/27 

Eileen Hurd 4/2  Dennis Jensen 4/8  Bill Wines 4/17  Wayne Ratisseau 4/27 

Phyllis Mitchell 4/2  James Hower 4/9  Claire Edwards 4/18  Toni Covin 4/28 

Phil Whitsitt 4/3  Joy Van Der Pool 4/10  Carolyn Davis 4/20  Patricia White 4/28 

Mary Ewert 4/5  Bob Poole 4/10  Hank Mitchell 4/20  Dwight King 4/29 

Vicki Mansheim 4/5  Heather Parsons 4/10  Jay Harris 4/21  Kay Gibert 4/29 

Donna Wheeler 4/5  Tari Pilgreen 4/11  Spencer Davies 4/21  Kristi Lofton 4/29 

Mary O'Connell 4/5  Sanny Hoffman 4/11  Wilma Jamison 4/22  John Bird 4/30 

Sara Teague 4/5  Shirley Dano 4/11  Jeff Robinson 4/22  Linda Amstutz 4/30 

Johnny Mitchell 4/5  LuLu Glass 4/11  Bob Lambert 4/23    

Steve & Karen Jarrard 4/4  Jerry & Andrea Osborne 4/20  Raymond & Claire Ploeger 4/27 

John & Sandy Smith 4/13  Bill & Gwen Sweet 4/21  J. T. & Ora Dell McMahon 4/27 

Thomas & Julie Mills 4/17  Joe & Bonnie DeAtkine 4/25  Jud & Sally Cary 4/28 

John & Barbara Racz 4/18     Rich & Mauveen Guffey 4/28 

    Anniversaries 

  Adult Christian Education– 9:45 am Sundays 

Faith Bridge – Fellowship hall 

4/15 “Why is God’s Will So Elusive” by Adam Hamilton-DVD 

4/22 “Why Do My Prayers Go Unanswered”- DVD 

4/29 “The Devine Answer” 

New Beginnings – Administration building 

Half Truths by Adam Hamilton 

Women’s Bible Study - Classroom 4 

Who Is This Man by John Ortberg 

4/8   Discussion Lesson 1– “The Man Who Won’t Go Away” 

4/15 Video 2- ”A Revolution of Humanity”  

4/22 Video 3- “The Power of Forgiveness” 

4/29 Video 4- “Why Is It a Small World After All?” 

Seekers Class – Classroom 1 &2 

Mystical Traditions 

4/8   “A Way into the Mystic Ways of the West” 

4/15 “Family Resemblances and Differences” 

4/22 “Biblical Roots of the Western Mysticism” 

4/29 “Mystical Elements in the New Testament” 

Bible Alive Class - Classroom 3 

Prophecies of Ezekiel 

4/8   Ch.8-11 

4/15 Ch.12-14 

4/22 Ch.15-16 

4/29 Ch.17-18 
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Copies of “An Illustrated and Interpreted History of 

The Church at Horseshoe Bay” are available    

beginning Tuesday, April 3 from the Church office 

or on Sundays in the Narthex. Please contact the 

office if you would like to purchase for $5.  

A special thank you to Jim Jorden for authoring 

this historical document for our church and the 

Memorial Fund for underwriting the publication.  

      The Church at Horseshoe Bay                         830-598-8390   

                church-hsb.org                                 info@church-hsb.org 


